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Population-based policy issues

• Composition of the economy

• Revenue generated by a population’s tax base

• Local government services and regulations

Classification System



Classification System

1st Class 2nd Class 3rd Class 4th Class 5th Class 6th Class

Largest  Smallest



Changes Likely Coming



•1st class counties have more unique provisions than any 
other county classification

•3rd class counties share some provisions with 1st and 2nd

class counties, but share more with 4th – 6th

Differences Among Classes



•Regulate processes or establish standards

•Authorize, prioritize, or target the distribution of certain 
public funds

•Ensure diverse representation on governing boards, or 
public outreach

General Trends in Statute



•Adjust population thresholds for all current 
classifications

•Create new classifications 

•Broaden thresholds to generally distinguish between 
rural/non-rural or large/medium/small counties

Policy Considerations
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